BUS RULES/CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUS

   For the safety of all students, each teacher should spend a specific amount of time on rules and practices during the first part of the school year.  They should also be reviewed periodically during the school year.

A.
Seats are assigned to all students with assignment card posted above each window.


B.
Students should be taught the following safety rules and practices:

1. Students are to secure athletic and band equipment on the bus.

2. Students are never to throw things from the bus.

3. Students are never to take smoke producing or use flame-producing objects on the bus.

4. Students are to open the windows only with driver permission.

5. Students are never to tamper with the bus or equipment.

6. Students are never to use vulgar language or actions while on the bus.

7. The parents or guardians may be held responsible for restitution of any damages, beyond normal usage, inflicted by their child.

8. Students will obey and respect the request of the driver.

9. No part of the body is to be extended outside the bus at any time.

10. No pets or animals are allowed on the bus.

11. Students should help the driver to keep the bus neat and clean.

12. Students shall conduct themselves properly at all times and not do anything that would distract the driver.

13. Objects that are large enough to take up seating space area are allowed on the bus only with permission from the principal or Director of Transportation.

14. When students enter the bus, they shall proceed directly to their assigned seat. Students shall remain seated until the bus has come to a complete stop

15. Students shall wait at their assigned bus stop off the roadway and shall remain there until the driver has stopped the bus, opened the entrance door, and signaled the pupils to enter the bus.

16. Students are not to change their regular pattern of riding and stops without a request from home and approval of the school principal.

17. Students are never to leave the bus by the emergency (back) door except in case of emergency or emergency drills.

18. Passengers shall not bring any item on the school bus that might block the center aisle, step well, emergency door, entrance door, or any windows, that would be dangerous in case of collision, or that would present an additional fire hazard, or that would take up needed pupil seating space.

19. Students shall not cross the roadway when entering the school bus until signaled to do so by the bus driver.  When students are required to cross the roadway when entering or leaving the school bus, crossings shall be made in front of the bus. Students shall cross approximately ten (10) feet in front of the bus in order that they may bee seen by the bus driver.

C.
Students wishing to ride a school bus other than the one they normally ride must provide the bus driver with a note from parents stating the request and signed by the principal.

D.
In the event that one or more pupils are behaving in such a way as to endanger the safety of other pupils on the bus, the driver is authorized to order the offending pupils from the bus.  In the event a pupil is discharged for disciplinary reasons, the driver shall make every effort to do so near a house or open business establishment.  At the first reasonable opportunity, the driver shall notify the principal of the school where the pupil attends, the Director of Transportation, or the Superintendent, and the student’s parent or legal guardian.

E.
Video cameras may be installed in the District’s school buses to record student behavior during transportation to and from school and school-related events.  Evidence of student misbehavior recorded on video may be used to discipline students under provisions of governance authorities.

F.
The Transportation Director and/or Principal is authorized to withhold bus-riding privileges a minimum of 18 weeks per occurrence in the case of habitual or serious conduct violations.  These violations may include, but are not limited to, the following acts: damage to bus property, fighting, use of tobacco, and profanity.  The Transportation Director and/or Principal shall notify the parents in cases where bus-riding privileges have been withheld.  The Superintendent or the Superin​tendent’s designee may withhold bus-riding privileges up to the remainder of the school year.

G.
No balloons or glass objects are allowed on the bus.

H.
No electronic device that is not controlled by the driver shall be allowed on the bus.

I.
Food and drinks are not allowed on the bus.

J.
Students with disabilities who exhibit inappropriate conduct shall be managed in accordance with their Individual Education Plan (IEP) and the legal obligations and standards adopted by the Board.

